Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #36 


April 15, 2022 
Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


Most of you indicated an interest in Reeded Edge Halves when you purchased my book “REEDED 
EDGE HALF DOLLARS 1836 TO 1839, R-4 to R-8 DIE VARIETIES”. Others were added to my list 
of interested collectors after I announced my “38 Most Common Die Marriages” would be emailed once 
a month, starting in August 2019 at the ANA Coin Show in Chicago. I am now encouraging Liberty 
Seated Coin Club Members to join in the hunt. 


My intention is to educate collectors further in the study of Reeded Edge Halves. I will continue to 
report such topics as follows: 


1. The 38 Most Common Die Marriages (started August 2019 and emailed monthly). 
2. The results of recent auction sales of R-4 and rarer die marriages. 
3. Have photos of interesting die stages. 


4. Planning a 3"! Reeded Edge Half Census by November 2024. 


Final 10 Copies of Graham’s Reprint Are Sold Out 


Last week, Dick Graham informed me that he helped David Kahn with sales at the Baltimore Coin 
Show. He also autographed the last 10 copies of the 100 that were reprinted in January 2018. John D. 
of Chicago was one of the fortunate few that were able to obtain a copy. Dick thought there might be 
one copy left. Dick also mentioned that a customer showed him a raw VF 1838 GR-5 (makes 20 
known). 1838 GR-5 is the 5" rarest die marriage. Dick and I, both agree that more will be discovered. 


Dick also said that he no longer collects Reeded Edge Halves and has no intension of printing any 
additional copies. He now intends to spend more time with his wife and play a few more rounds of golf. 


For the readers information, John D. of Chicago bought a copy of my book “Reeded Edge Half Dollars 
1836 to 1839, R-4 to R-8 Die Varieties” in January 2019. It was sold out by December 2019. John 
emailed me in April 2019, when he thought he had found (2) 1837 GR-26’s. I then did some further 
research and discovered that the reverse of 1837 GR-23 was the same as the reverse for 1837 GR-25 and 
therefore no 1837 GR-26 die marriage exists. John has continued to assist me with my Newsletters and 
today he has 50 out of 56 Reeded Edge die marriages. He expects to have 52 die marriages in the near 
future. 


Additional Commentary 


Almost every month that I do research on the “38 Most Common Die Marriages”, I discover something 
that is new. This month, I discovered that the 1838 GR-13 die marriage has a reverse that is in the 
normal position and there are also specimens that have it slightly rotated, maybe 5 degrees to 15 
degrees. I now have records of at least 8 different die marriages that have rotated reverses. This was the 
first one for the year 1838. Readers, please check your 1838 GR-13’s and report to me if you find a 
specimen with a larger rotation, if you can, please send photos to: 


bustcoin1@verizon.net 
I will discuss these rotated die marriages in next month’s Newsletter. 


Also, JRCS #1104 reported to me that he has a specimen of 1837 GR-11 that has a large crack starting at 
the back of Liberty’s Cap and continuing through Star 7. 





1837 GR-11 with large die break 


He prefers to be known as JRCS #1104, Thank you for sharing! 
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Blow up of Die Break on 1837 GR-12 NGC MS61 


JRCS #1104 has confirmed that his coin is an 1837 GR-11 since it has a die chip in M and the 
lump is near the right wing. That means his 1837 GR-11 with heavy die break is the 3" use of the 
obverse die. It was used after specimens of 1837 GR-12 were minted. I have heard of reuses of die 
on bust dimes and bust half dimes before, but this is the first time I have seen it on Reeded Edge 
Halves. 


Very few Reeded Edge (Gobrecht) halves have cuds. The following die marriages are known to have 
cuds: 


1837 GR-2 
1837 GR-3 
1839 GR-2 
. The rim cud on 1838 GR-14 is so heavy, I think it should be a cud 
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Die chips are also mentioned on die marriages such as 1837 GR-11, 1837 GR-18 and 1838 GR-9, to 
mention a few. If you are aware of any additional CUDS, please report them to me at: 


bustcoin1@verizon.net 


38 Most Common Die Marriages (continued) 


1838 GR-14 


Most of 1838 GR-14 die marriages are easy to identify as they usually come with a rim cud between the 
24 8 and Star 13. This die marriage is rated R-3 (201 to 500 known) and Graham’s Census in 2012 
shows 64, 64, 64, 63, 63, 62, 61, 58, 58, 58 and 58. In my November 2021 Census, I had 62, 61, 58, 58, 
58, 55, 53, 45, 45 and 40 reported by JRCS, Bust Half Nut, LSCC members and others. 


Prior to Dick Graham’s book in 2012, this die marriage was listed as 1838 JR-7 by Jules Reiver in his 
“Variety Identification Manual for United States Reeded Edge Half Dollars 1836-1839” printed in 
1988. 





1838 GR-14 PCGS PR64 Obverse (Courtesy of Heritage) 


Other than the fact that the above obverse doesn’t have a rim cud between the 2™ 8 and Star 13, I find 
the above specimen hard to identify between 1838 GR-13 and 1838 GR-14. 
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1838 GR-14 PCGS PR64 Reverse — Early Die Stage (Courtesy of Heritage) 


Since the above die break appeared in the first use of 1838 GR-13 reverse, it also appears in the above 
1838 GR-14 Proof as the second use. Later, a break across base of A2 and on the left base of M will 
develop and continue up the diagonal of M. I find identifying the reverse to be easier than finding the 
extremely small dot that appears in the curl below B on 1838 GR-13 obverses and doesn’t appear on 
1838 GR-14 obverses. Later die stages of 1838 GR-14 are much easier to identify once the rim cud 
appears on the obverse. 





1838 GR-14 PCGS AU50 Obverse — Middle Die Stage (Courtesy of Stacks) 


The above specimen now shows a rim cud covering approximately 4 dentils between the 2"! 8 and Star 
13. Its reverse die break from L in HAL and continuing clockwise to A2 is now getting thicker. 


The obverse rim cud will soon expand to 5 dentils and the reverse crack will soon develop lumps. In a 
later die stage, a second rim cud will appear on the obverse near Star 3 (see illustration on next page). 
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1838 GR-14 Raw XF40 Obverse — Middle Die Stage 


The above illustration now shows the rim cud near Star 13 to be thicker and touching a fifth dentil. The 
rim cud near Star 3 is just starting to develop. On the reverse the die crack is getting thicker especially 
in UNITED. 





1838 GR-14 PCGS AU details Obverse — Later Die Stage 


This illustration now shows the start of rim cuds near Star 3 and Star 4. On the reverse, a few lumps are 
now forming in the main crack from L in HALF and to the first A in AMERICA. 





1838 GR-14 NGC UNC Details Obverse — Very Late Die Stage 


The above illustration is the latest I have seen. There is now a large rim cud at Star 2 along with 
slightly heavier rim breaks at Star 3 and Star 4. On the reverse, there is additional crack from the rim 
through S1. 


Next month I will have large photos and information on the 1838 GR-15 die marriage along with 
information about the 8 die marriages that I know to have rotated reverses. 
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JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes its J R Journal normally about 3 
times a year. There is so much you can learn from the many articles that are published, including New 
Discoveries, Census Information on early silver issues, mint processes, die stage information and more. 
Membership is just $25 per year. Anyone interested may contact W. David Perkins at 
wdperki@attglobal.net . 





LSCC 


I also strongly recommend that collectors interested in Liberty Seated Coins join LSCC. LSCC 
publishes it’s Gobrecht Journal 3 times a year by Bill Bugert. They also have their E-Gobrecht Monthly 
Newsletter that is published by Paul Kluth. Membership is just $30 per year. Anyone interested may 
contact Jeff Ball at jeffballphoto@gmail.com . 
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